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An Analytical Study of the 19th Constitutional Amendment of the 1978

Constitution of Sri Lanka
Abstract

This research paper is an analytical study of the 19th constitutional amendment made
by the new government after the presidential election held on January 8, 2015, in Sri
Lanka. This has several parts. The first part describes the introduction, problem of the
study, methodology of the study, significance of the study, objectives of the study,
literature review, etc. The second part has analyzed the basic structural features of the
17th and 18th constitutional amendments, which were the background to the drafting
of the 19th constitutional amendment, and the presidential election of January 08,
2015, in Sri Lanka, which was very fundamental to the drafting of the 19th
constitutional amendment. The third part analyzes the structural basis of the 19th
constitutional amendment. That is about the resolutions established by the 19th
Constitutional Amendment. It is divided into four main parts and analyzed. The first
is the importance of the 19th constitutional amendment and the background of its
introduction to Sri Lanka, the second is the amendments related to the president, the
amendments related to the parliament, and the third is about the administrative
reforms such as the establishment of the constitutional council and independent
commissions. In particular, the establishment of 09 independent commissions etc. has
been described. In the fourth part, the practical functioning of the 19th constitutional
amendment has been analyzed. In the last part of the study, conclusions and
suggestions have been presented. Secondary data was used for this research. There,
books, magazines, research articles, newspapers, related data and information about
the 19th constitutional amendment were obtained. Descriptive analysis method was
used in the data analysis. The lack of independent study has been done on this topic
which has been heavily discussed in Sri Lankan politics recently. This is expected to
fill the gap.

Keywords: Amendment, Colonies, Commission, Constitution, Election
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